THE SEVENTH RULE OF LIFE
by Brian Burgess, Forefront Families LLC
Rule 7 from Bill Gates to teenagers:

!

‘Before you were born, your parents weren’t as boring as they are now.
They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and
listening to you talk about how cool you thought you are. So, before you
save the rainforest from the parasites of your generation, try delousing the
closet in your own room!’

!

If you have the most amazing teenagers that you are so proud of share
this with them so you can have a good laugh together. If you can relate to this
rule because your children are like Bill Gates’ description above then share this
article with them and discuss how things need to change.

!

We parents can become very boring due to the responsibilities of life and
routines we become accustomed to. When we are raising children our lives are
so motivated by our kids’ needs that we spend nearly half our lives pandering to
their every whim and fancy. That’s if you have allowed your children to be the
center of their universe. What do you usually get at the end of that? …entitled
kids who believe they should get everything they want and for you to wait on
them hand and foot. They go on to believe that you will let them come and stay at
home for free if they lose their job or make no effort to secure one.
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In their adulthood they believe the Government owes them a living and
that bosses are sucking everybody dry. It never crosses their mind that taxpayers
are paying for them to be lazy and that bosses have taken many risks. They have
gone to a lot of expense to ensure others can make a living from their business.
When you finally get tired of the parasite that is living within your walls,
you try toughening up, but it’s often too late. You have become a monster in their
eyes. “How could you be so cold as to tell me that I have to have employment
within another month? I thought you loved me?” So, the emotional blackmail is
applied and at this point many parents give in.
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The problem is that parents like this should have taught responsibility to
their toddlers. Children who are allowed to be the center of the universe grow to
believe that they don’t have to do anything and things will just come to them. I
have met so many enabling parents who admit that they have done this. One
lady even said to me that she believed she needed to let kids be kids and that
they would have plenty of work to do in the future, so for now, nothing. Oh, dear!
What a harvest of whining, disrespect and trips to the Principal’s Office there’ll be
in the future! As for the pain that she will have to endure, she will have to wear
that one. Her kids will disrespect her and all other authority they encounter. I
have seen it happen so many times. The parent says, “Where did I go wrong?”
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Young person, your parents are not your slaves. Their job is to shape you
to fit into the adult world and the work environment so that you can make a great
living and contribute to society. You should be shaped to make a difference in the
world. You are cool when you know how to cook, wash your clothes, know how to
iron them, keep your room and the house clean and tidy, mow the lawns and do
things even without being asked. Now, that is super cool!
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If you find your parents boring thank them for all they have done for you
and encourage them to have times for themselves. Relieve them of stress by not
causing any, and be the young person that others look at and say, “I wish my kids
were like you!”

!

If you have any comments or questions on this subject, please do not
hesitate to contact us at sally@forefrontfamilies.org. We invite you to also check
out our website at www.forefrontfamilies.org and our blog site at
www.forefrontfamilies.blogspot.com for further assistance.

